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HEALTH  DEPARTMENT, 

PENTRE  MAWR, 
ABERGELE. 

5th  August,  1958. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

ABERGELE  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I present  herewith  my  report  on  the  health  of  residents  in 
your  area  during  1957,  and  on  the  factors  affecting  health.  The 
report  complies  with  the  requirements  of  the  Minister  of  Health. 

The  statistics  with  which  the  report  opens  are  not  strikingly 
different  from  other  years.  There  is  a trend  downwards  of  the 
birth  rate  and  the  infant  mortality  rate,  while  the  death  rate  tends 
upwards.  76%  of  the  persons  who  died  were  over  65  years. 

Perhaps  the  outstanding  feature  of  the  year’s  work  has  been 
the  laying  of  the  sewer  from  the  Clwyd  to  Towyn.  It  is  not  yet 
completed  but  much  of  it  is  now  in  use.  I hope  that  the  gap  between 
Towyn  and  Belgrano  will  soon  be  tackled  and  that  the  outfall  will 
be  made  satisfactory.  These  defects  are  at  present  the  cause  of 
much  offence  and  give  me  cause  for  considerable  anxiety. 

The  caravan  problem  continues  to  grow.  The  licensed  sites 
are,  on  the  whole,  satisfactory,  but  the  pressure  by  would-be  cara- 
vanners for  more  camping  ground  is  heavy.  All  inhabitants  are  not 
good  neighbours  nor  are  all  loyal  to  the  community.  The  tempta- 
tion to  let  a part  of  the  back  garden  to  a caravan  owner  who  tells  of 
difficulty  in  finding  a place,  is  great,  but  if  permitted,  would  reduce 
Towyn,  and  the  Kinmel  Bay  area,  into  a noisesome,  stinking  eye- 
sore. By  strenuous  efforts,  the  trouble  has  been  limited  but  not 
remedied.  Controlled  camping  is  good  for  the  campers  and  valuable 
to  the  community,  but  indiscriminate  and  uncontrolled  camping 
creates  the  worst  type  of  slumdum — evil  for  all  who  by  accident 
or  design  live  in  or  near  it. 

Housing  problems  still  are  acute.  Inability  to  proceed  as 
rapidly  as  we  had  wished  with  more  new  houses  has  caused  much 
hardship  and  much  heart  burning.  It  has  also  prevented  some  slum 
clearance  work  that  I would  like  to  see  completed.  There  is  also 
need  for  houses  for  old  folk — single-bedroomed  and  perhaps  some 
two-bedroomed  flats.  I do  not  believe  that  all  old  folk  need  a 
bungalow  or  even  that  bungalows  are  ideal  for  old  folk 

With  this  report  I have  incorporated  the  report  made  to  me  by 
Mr.  Frank  Evans.  Figures  may  be  able  to  prove  anything  but 
figures  are  only  supplementary  evidence  of  the  enormous  amount  of 
work  he  does  each  year  for  Abergele.  I would  here  express  my 
thanks  to  him  for  his  generous  help  and  his  friendship. 

Yours  sincerely, 

Wm.  McKENDRICK, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


Area  of  District  (acres)  7965 

Population — Registrar-General’s  Estimate  (mid  1957)  ...  7270 

Census  Population — 1951  7539 

Rateable  Value £99,500 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate £398/2/5 


LIVE  BIRTHS  : 

Male  Female  Total 


Total 48  41  89 

Legitimate 45  39  84 

Illegitimate 3 2 5 


Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population  : 


(a)  Crude 12.1 

(b)  Corrected 13.31 

Comparability  figure  for  births 1.10 


STILL-BIRTHS  : 

Total 2 0 

Legitimate 2 0 

Illegitimate 0 0 

Still-birth  rate  per  1,000  population  : 0.27. 


INFANT  DEATHS : 

(a)  Under  1 year  of  age  : 

Total 2 0 

Legitimate 2 0 

Illegitimate 0 0 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  births  : 22.6. 

(b)  Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 week  : 

Total 1 0 

Legitimate 1 0 

DEATHS 55  73 


2 

2 


0 


2 

2 

0 


1 

1 

128 


Death  rate  per  1,000  population  : 


(a)  Crude 17.6 

(b)  Corrected 14.2 


Comparability  factor  for  deaths  : 0.81. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  vital  statistics  for  Abergele  during 
the  past  eight  years  : 


1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

Population 

7570 

7327 

7186 

7099 

7160 

7190 

7230 

7270 

Births  

134 

114 

116 

97 

104 

102 

83 

89 

Live  Birth  Rate 
(Corrected) 

17.6 

15.7 

15.5 

15.4 

15.5 

15.6 

12.6 

13.3 

Still-births 

3 

2 

5 

2 

0 

1 

3 

2 

Still-birth  Rate 

0.4 

0.27 

0.69 

0.28 

0.00 

0.14 

0.41 

0.27 

Infant  Deaths  .. 

5 

3 

2 

3 

2 

4 

4 

2 

Infant  Mortality 
Rate 

37.3 

26.2 

17 

29 

20.6 

39 

48 

22.4 

Deaths  

121 

118 

99 

102 

104 

105 

137 

128 

Death  Rate 
(Corrected) 

15.9 

12.7 

11.2 

11.9 

10.8 

10.9 

15.2 

14.2 

There  has  not  been  a death  due  to  pregnancy  or  child  birth 
for  ten  years. 

This  table  shows  that  the  population  has  continued  to  grow 
slowly,  although  the  number  of  deaths  has  exceeded  the  number  of 
births  by  75  during  the  eight  years.  Last  year  deaths  exceeded 
births  by  39  yet  the  population  increased  by  40. 

Of  course,  the  population  for  statistical  purposes  has  no  relation 
to  the  actual  population.  During  the  summer  months  each  year 
approximately  6,500  caravans  are  in  occupation  (with  an  average 
population  of  four  persons  per  caravan)  and  there  are  many  visitors 
in  boarding  houses.  I estimate  that  the  August  population,  which 
is  augmented  by  tests,  etc.,  is  over  50,000.  It  is  probable  that  over 
300,000  visitors  come  to  reside  for  short  periods  of  seven  to  fourteen 
days  each  year. 


The  ages  at  which 

deaths  occurred 

were  : 

Male 

Female 

Total 

0—  1 

2 

0 

2 

1—4 

0 

0 

0 

5—9 

0 

0 

0 

10—14 

1 

0 

1 

15—24 

0 

0 

0 

25—34  

0 

0 

0 

35—44  

2 

1 

3 

45—54  

2 

3 

5 

55—64  

8 

12 

20 

65  and  over 

40 

57 

97 

Total  ... 

55 

73 

128 

97 — i.e.  76% — of  the  total  number  of  deaths  concerned  persons 
over  the  age  of  65  years.  Indeed  only  10%  of  the  deaths  concerned 
persons  under  55  years  of  age. 
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Cause  of  Death 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Tuberculosis  (non-pulmonary)  

Cancer — 

1 

0 

1 

(a)  Stomach 

0 

1 

1 

(b)  Lung  

2 

1 

3 

(c)  Breast 

0 

5 

5 

(d)  Uterus 

0 

4 

4 

(f)  Other 

7 

4 

11 

Leukaemia 

1 

0 

1 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  ... 

8 

16 

24 

Coronary  Disease 

9 

8 

17 

Hypertension 

1 

3 

4 

Other  heart  disease 

3 

10 

13 

Other  circulatory  disease  

3 

4 

7 

Bronchitis 

5 

3 

8 

Ulcer  of  stomach 

1 

0 

1 

Nephritis 

1 

1 

2 

Prostatic  Disease 

2 

0 

2 

Congenital  Malformations 

1 

0 

1 

Other  ill-defined  diseases 

6 

12 

18 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

1 

1 

2 

Other  accidents 

1 

0 

1 

Suicide 

2 

0 

2 

Total 

..  55 

73 

128 

As  usual,  vascular  and  heart  diseases  are  captains  of  the  men  A 
death,  with  coronary  disease  as  the  chief  specific  cause.  There  were 
only  two  deaths  from  road  accidents.  I take  this  to  be  evidence 
of  divine  providence  neutralising  the  follies  of  week-end  drivers. 
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GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 
IN  THE  AREA 

Laboratory  Provisions 

1.  BACTERIOLOGICAL  : 

The  Public  Health  Laboratory  at  Bryn  Hyfryd,  Conway,  con- 
tinues to  give  gre'at  help  in  the  tracing  and  control  of  infections. 
Samples  of  milk,  ice  cream,  water,  foods  and  sewage  effluents  have 
been  submitted  for  report  and  advice  has  been  received  that  has 
enabled  prompt  action  to  be  taken  if  necessary.  The  following 


samples  were  subject  to  report  : 

Water 32 

Milk 50 

Ice  Cream 60 

Total 142 


In  1956,  97  samples  were  submitted. 

Family  doctors  also  submit  for  reports  nose  and  throat  swabs, 
speciments  of  faeces,  blood,  urine,  cerebrospinal  fluid,  etc.  The 
co-operation  of  Dr.  Kingsley  Smith  and  his  staff  is  much  appreciated 
and  his  suggestions  are  invariably  most  helpful. 

2.  PATHOLOGICAL  AND  BIO-CHEMICAL  : 

Doctors  may  send  to  the  Pathological  Laboratories  at  the 
Royal  Alexandra  Hospital  or  at  the  Colwyn  Bay  and  West  Denbigh- 
shire Hospital  any  specimens  that  will  help  in  the  diagnosis  or 
treatment  of  patients. 

3.  WATER  : 

Water  is  tested  for  bacterial  purity  at  the  Public  Health  Labora- 
tories. The  tests  done  there  show  the  presence  or  absence  of 
bacteria.  Thus,  the  test  is  of  immediate  value — it  tells  only  of 
living  organisms.  As  will  be  seen,  32  samples  were  sent. 

Chemical  tests  are  also  made  periodically.  They  tell  of  the 
work  of  now  dead  bacteria  or  of  the  entry  into  the  water  of  excreta 
or  poisons.  They  tell  nothing  of  living  germs.  The  tests  are  made 
at  the  Assay  Office,  Chester. 

Chlorine  tests  are  made  by  the  Surveyor,  or  one  of  his  staff,  at 
least  once  daily.  The  test  is  a simple  guide  as  to  the  presence  of 
chlorine  and  indicates  whether  enough  chlorine  (or  too  much)  has 
been  added. 


4.  MILK  AND  OTHER  FOODS  : 


The  County  Council  Public  Health  Officer  has  the  duty  of 
taking  milk  samples  at  pasteurising  works. 

The  Abergele  Public  Health  Officer  takes  samples  at  the  points 
of  delivery  of  milk  (i.e.,  houses)  and  has  them  examined  at  the 
Public  Health  Laboratory,  Conway,  for  keeping  quality. 

The  County  Foods  and  Drugs  Inspector  is  responsible  for 
ensuring  that  all  foods  are  free  from  adulteration  and  are  in  fact 
what  they  purport  to  be.  I am  glad  to  record  that  a very  close 
liaison  has  developed  between  his  staff  at  Colwyn  Bay  and  mine. 
He  has  given  me  the  following  report  concerning  samples  taken 
in  Abergele  : 

" Particulars  of  samples  taken  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act 
in  Abergele  Urban  District  during  the  year  ended  31st  December, 
1957  ” : 


Article 

No.  taken 

Genuine 

Not  Genuine,  or 
Sub-Standard 

Milk 

24 

24 

0 

Butter 

1 

1 

0 

Sausages  

1 

1 

0 

Pepper  

1 

1 

0 

Fish  Paste 

1 

1 

0 

Condensed  Milk 

1 

1 

0 

Ice  Cream 

1 

1 

0 

Beer 

1 

0 

Gin 

1 

0 

Totals  ... 

32 

32 

0 

All  the  samples  were  certified  by  the  Public  Analyst  to  be 
genuine  and  free  from  all  prohibited  preservatives  and  colouring 
matter. 


(Signed)  THOS.  H.  EVANS, 


17  Vicarage  Hill, 
Wrexham. 


Chief  Inspector,  County  of  Denbigh. 


“29th  April,  1958. 
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AMBULANCE  FACILITIES  : 

The  County  Council  is  responsible  for  the  transport  to  and  from 
Hospital  of  those  who,  for  medical  reasons,  are  unable  to  travel  by 
ordinary  public  vehicles,  etc.  The  administration  of  this  service  in 
the  Abergele  area  has  been  deputed  to  me  and  all  requests  must  go 
through  my  office.  I have  under  my  control  eight  ambulances — 
stationed  as  follows  : 

Abergele  1,  Colwyn  Bay  3,  Denbigh  1,  Llangernyw  1,  and 
Llanrwst  1,  with  one  for  infectious  diseases  at  the  Isolation  Hospital, 
Colwyn  Bay. 

The  Abergele  Ambulance  has  one  paid  full-time  driver  who,, 
with  assistance  from  a splendid  team  of  volunteers  when  necessary, 
sees  to  all  day-time  work.  The  volunteers  forming  the  Abergele 
Voluntary  Ambulance  Corps  take  charge  of  the  ambulance  from 
6 p.m.  until  8 a.m.  each  night  and  during  week-ends.  They 
arrange  that  two  of  their  number  are  always  on  duty  and  available. 
This  work  is  voluntary.  In  1957  the  Abergele  Ambulance  conveyed 
1,998  patients. 

NURSING  IN  THE  HOME  : 

The  County  Council  provides  two  nurses  who  are  resident  in 
the  Abergele  area.  When,  in  the  opinion  of  a family  doctor,  any 
invalid  requires  nursing  attention,  that  is  provided  free.  Where  the 
home  needs  temporary  attention  due  to  illness  of  the  housekeeper, 
etc.,  or  members  of  the  family  require  looking  after,  a Home  Help 
may  be  provided  at  a charge.  Home  Helps  are  also  provided 
where  elderly  folk  live  alone. 

CLINICS  : 

Clinics  are  provided  by  the  County  Council.  They  are  held  'is 
follows  : 

1.  Child  Welfare  : 

Pentre  Mawr,  Abergele— Thursday,  at  2 p.m. 

Llanddulas,  Beulah  Schoolroom— alternate  Mondays,  a* 
2 p.m. 

2.  Orthopaedic  : 

Colwyn  Bay  Clinic,  Nant-y-Glyn  Road — alternate  Thurs- 
days, at  11  a.m. 

3.  Ophthalmic  : 

As  required.  Appointments  are  made  for  an  Ophthalmic 
Surgeon  to  attend  at  Colwyn  Bay  or  Abergele  Clinics. 

4.  Dental  : 

By  appointment  at  Pentre  Mawr,  Abergele. 
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5.  Tuberculosis  : 

Rhyl  (ordinary  clinic) — Fridays,  9 a.m.  until  noon,  at  the 
Royal  Alexandra  Hospital,  Rhyl. 

Rhyl  (refill  clinic) — Fridays,  at  2 p.m.,  at  the  Royal  Alex- 
andra Hospital,  Rhyl. 

Colxvyn  Bay — at  the  West  Denbighshire  Hospital,  Hesketh 
Road — 1st  and  3rd  Thursdays,  at  2 p.m. 

DAY  NURSERIES  : 

There  are  no  day  nurseries  in  the  area. 

TUBERCULOSIS  : 

It  has  not  been  necessary  to  take  action  against  any  person 
suffering  from  Tuberculosis  who  is  engaged  in  the  milk  trade,  nor 
to  compel  any  person  to  go  into  a Sanatorium. 

The  following  table  shows  the  incidence  and  age  distribution 
of  cases  notified  to  me  during  the  year  and  of  deaths  from 
Tuberculosis  registered  : 


New  Cases  Deaths 

Age  Periods  Pulmonary  Non-Pulmonary  Pulmonary  Non-Pulmonary 

M F M F M F M F 


0—1  

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1—4  

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

5—9  

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

10—14  

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

15—19  

0 

2 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

20—24  

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

25—34  

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

35^:4  

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

45—54  

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

55—64  

65  and 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

over  

0 

3 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

Totals  

5 

6 

2 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

The  state  of  the  Tuberculosis  Register  at  the  beginning  and 
end  of  the  year  : 


On  Register  1/1/57 


Pulmonary — 

Males 36 

Females 19 

Non-Pulmonary — 

Males 4 

Females 2 


Total  61 


On  Register  31/12/57 


Pulmonary — 

Males 35 

Females 21 

Non-Pulmonary — 

Males 5 

Females 2 

Total 63. 
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Six  cases  were  taken  off  the  Register  as  “ cured.”  Three  cases 
were  taken  off  the  Register  as  “ having  left  the  district.”  Two 
cases  were  taken  off  the  Register  as  having  ” died.” 

The  Registrar-General  only  accounts  for  one  death. 

The  Mass  X-Ray  Unit  visited  Abergele  in  March,  1957.  The 
following  is  a summary  of  the  findings  : 


Total  Examined 

Under 

15 

15-24 

25-34 

35-44 

45-59 

60  and 
Over 

(a)  General  Public  : 

Total  : 727  

234 

174 

84 

85 

109 

41 

Abnormal  : 52  (7.15%)  ... 

9 

1 

5 

10 

15 

12 

? T.B.  : 21  (2.9%)  

7 

0 

3 

4 

7 

0 

Other  abnormalities  : 

31  (4.26%)  

2 

4 

2 

6 

8 

12 

Total  Examined 

Abnormal 

? Tubercular 

Other 

(Non-T.B.) 

(b)  Schools  : 

Grammar  : 218  

4 

3 

1 

Secondary  Modern  : 133 

4 

2 

2 

Although  there  are  over  1,000  persons  over  60  years  of  age, 
only  41  of  them  attended  for  a check-up.  Moreover,  of  those  41 
who  attended,  12  had  abnormalities  (none  tuberculous).  This  is  a 
sorry  commentary  on  the  interest  shown  and  the  example  given  by 
the  senior  members  of  the  community  in  health  matters. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  : 

The  following  table  shows  the  incidence  of  infectious  disease 
during  the  year.  There  were  more  cases  of  measles,  tuberculosis 
and  of  whooping  cough  than  in  1956,  otherwise  the  figures  conform 
to  the  usual  pattern  : 


Cases  Notified 

At  all  ages. 

Under  1 year. 

1 and  under  5. 

■ 5 and  under  15. 

15  and  under  25. 

25  and  under  45. 

45  and  under  65. 

65  and  over. 

Measles 

64 

4 

28 

32 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Scarlet  Fever 

6 

0 

2 

4 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Non-Pulmonary  T.B 

2 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

Pulmonary  T.B 

11 

0 

0 

2 

2 

3 

2 

2 

Acute  Primary  Pneumonia  

2 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

Acute  Influenzal  Pneumonia  

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

Broncho  Pneumonia  

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Erysipelas  

2 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

Whooping  Cough  

18 

1 

10 

5 

0 

0 

0 

2 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  ...  

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Totals  

108 

6 

42 

45 

3 

4 

2 

6 

IMMUNISATION,  ETC.  : 
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06  children  received  primary  injections  against  whooping  cough 
and  diptheria,  and  90  were  vaccinated  against  smallpox.  As  there 
were  89  births,  it  must  be  clear  that  the  degree  of  protection  of 
children  against  these  diseases  is  high  and  is  rising.  Protection 
against  Poliomyelitis  has  been  widely  accepted  during  1958. 


WATER  : 

Abergele  receives  water  from  three  sources.  The  eastern  part 
and  the  centre  are  supplied  from  the  Rhyl  Council  supply.  The 
Llanddulas  area  receives  its  supply  from  the  Glyn  Lws  collecting 
grounds  belonging  to  the  Abergele  Council.  As  the  latter  is  at 
times  inadequate,  it  is  supplemented  (especially  in  dry  summers) 
from  the  Colwyn  Bay  supply. 

Mr.  J.  Round,  A.M.I.C.E.,  A.M.I.W.E.,  Engineer  and  Mana- 
ger to  the  Rhyl  U.D.C.  (Water  Department),  has  sent  me  the  fol- 
lowing statement  on  the  water  supply  received  from  the  Rhyl  supply: 

“ The  Rhyl  Water  Undertaking’s  direct  source  of  supply  is  a 
gathering  ground  in  the  Parish  of  Llannefydd.  This  gathering 
ground  has  an  area  of  900  acres  and  an  average  rainfall  of  30.27 
inches.  The  water  is  stored  in  two  impounding  reservoirs — Plas 
Uchaf  (storage  is  supplemented,  except  during  very  wet  periods  by 
pumping  water  from  the  River  Aled  into  Plas  Uchaf  Reservoir.) 
In  dry  weather,  an  adequate  flow  in  the  River  Aled  is  maintained 
by  releasing  water  from  two  other  impounding  reservoirs — Llyn 
Aled  (375  million  gallons)  and  Aled  Isaf  (270  million  gallons), 
situated  on  the  Denbigh  Moors,  near  Llansannan. 

The  water  is  chlorinated  at  a dosage  of  about  1 part  per  million 
as  it  leaves  Plas  Uchaf  Reservoir,  and  is  treated  at  Glascoed  Filter 
Station  by  pressure  filters  of  the  air  scour  type  using  sulphate  of 
alumina  as  a coagulant  and  sodium  carbonate  for  pH  correction. 
0.5  parts  per  million  of  chlorine  are  added  after  filtration  for  final 
sterilization  of  the  water. 

The  annual  rainfall  for  1957  on  the  Llannefydd  gathering 
ground  was  38.48  inches  compared  with  an  average  annual  rainfall 
of  30.27  inches.  July  (6.00  inches),  August  (5.72  inches)  and 
September  (8.00  inches)  were  exceptionally  wet  months  with  a total 
rainfall  of  150%  above  the  average  for  the  three  months  period.” 
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Consumption  of  Water  in  Abergele  (estimated)  during  1957 


Total  monthly 
consumption 

Average  daily  consumption 
during  month 

January  ...  . 

10,088,000  gallons 

325,000  gallons 

February  ... 

9,116,400 

326,000  ,, 

March 

10,240,200 

330,000  „ 

April 

10,708,600 

357,000  „ 

May 

12,064,200 

389,000 

June 

446,000  ,, 

July 

14,227,200 

459,000  ,, 

August  ...  . 

14,806,000 

478,000  ,, 

September  . 

. ...  11,514,000 

384,000  ,, 

October  ...  . 

10,523,600 

339,000  ,, 

November  .. 

. ...  10,119,200 

337,000  ,, 

December  . . 

. ...  10,338,200 

333,000  ,, 

Bacteriological  Tests  of  Treated  Water 


Number  sent  to  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Conway 102 

Number  returned  as  Class  1 (Satisfactory)  102 


Chemical  Analysis 

The  following  chemical  analysis  was  made  by  the  Counties 
Pupblic  Health  Laboratories,  London  : 

Chemical  results  in  parts  per  million 

Appearance  : Very  faint  opalescence  with  a slight  flocculent  deposit. 
Microscopic  examination Mineral  and  traces  of  organic  debris. 


Turbidity Less  than  3. 

Odour Nil 

Free  Carbon  Dioxide 3 

Total  Solids 110 

Alkalinity  as  Calcium  Carbonate 40 

Hardness  : Total 54 

Nitrate  Nitrogen 1-4 

Ammoniacal  Nitrogen 0.000 

Albuminoid  Nitrogen 0.067 
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Metals  : Iron P-40 

Colour 4 

pH 7.5 

Electric  Conductivity 165 

Chlorine  present  as  Chloride 15 

Carbonate 40 

Non-Carbonate 14 

Nitrite  Nitrogen Absent 

Oxygen  Absorbed 1.2 

Residual  Chlorine Absent 

Manganese 0.09 

Other  Metals Absent 


This  sample  is  practically  clear  and  bright  in  appearance, 
neutral  in  reaction  and  free  from  metals  apart  from  minute  traces 
of  iron  and  manganese.  The  water  is  soft  in  character  and  con- 
tains no  excess  of  mineral  or  saline  constituents  in  solution.  It  is 
of  a high  standard  of  organic  quality. 

These  results  are  indicative  of  a water  which,  from  the  aspect 
of  the  chemical  analysis,  is  pure  and  wholesome  in  character  and 
suitable  for  drinking  and  domestic  purposes.” 

(Signed)  J.  ROUND, 

Engineer  and  Manager. 

I also  have  the  following  report  from  Mr.  G.  V.  Gethin, 
Engineer  and  Surveyor  to  the  Abergele  Council  : 

“ After  a long,  reasonably  dry  period  extending  from  early 
March  to  May,  the  level  of  the  Glyn  Lws  Reservoir  was  well  main- 
tained until  31st  May  when  the  level  began  to  fall.  A week  of  dry 
warm  weather  in  early  June  stepped  up  consumption  and  the 
reservoir  fell  to  one  foot  below  overflow.  Pumping  from  the  reserve 
at  Cilgoban  was  commenced  on  7th  June  and  continued  intermit- 
tently until  4th  July.  Heavy  thundery  rain  between  5th  and  12th 
July  restored  the  reservoir  to  capacity.  During  the  pumping 
operations  steps  were  taken  to  put  in  a draw-off  pipe  from  the 
reserve  at  Cilgoban  to  the  stream  and  it  is  now  possible  to  draw  off 
a considerable  volume  of  water  by  gravity  thus  saving  pumping 
costs.  Our  neighbour  permitted  a temporary  connection  at  the 
Dulas  Arms  and  the  upper  part  of  Llanddulas  was  cut  off  from  Glyn 
Lws  and  supplied  from  this  point  between  the  2nd  and  22nd  July, 
when  the  connection  was  discontinued.” 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE 
PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR  FOR  THE  YEAR  1957 

TABLE  I 
General  Statistics 

No.  of  complaints  received  and  attended  to 72 

No.  of  inspections  for  detection  of  nuisances 197 

No.  of  re-visits  in  connection  with  nuisances 149 

No.  of  nuisances  abated 47 

No.  of  nuisances  not  abated  but  work  in  hand 14 

No.  of  Informal  Notices  served  for  the  abatement  of  nuisances  39 

No.  of  Formal  Notices  served  for  the  abatement  of  nuisances  Nil 

No.  of  visits  re  Moveable  Dwellings  and  Camp  Sites 173 

No.  of  inquiries  re  Infectious  Diseases 12 

No.  of  visits  to  Slaughterhouse 425 

No.  of  visits  to  premises  where  food  is  prepared  and  sold 55 

No.  of  visits  to  Ice  Cream  Shops 70 

No.  of  samples  taken  of  Ice  Cream 60 

No.  of  visits  re  Milk  Control 128 

No.  of  samples  taken  of  Milk  Supply 50 

No.  of  visits  re  Water  Supply 48 

No.  of  Water  Samples  taken 32 

No.  of  visits  re  Rodent  Control 21 

No.  of  Inspections  of  Factories 14 

No.  of  Miscellaneous  Visits 116 

No.  of  Interviews 225 

No.  of  visits  re  Refuse  and  Salvage 87 

No.  of  visits  re  Shops  Act 15 

No.  of  Investigations  re  Housing  Applications 126 

TABLE  II 
Sanitary  Defects 

No.  of  defective  or  choked  drains 21 

No.  of  defective  W.C.  accommodation  and  Sanitary  Fittings  4 

No.  of  defects  in  water  supply  fittings 2 

No.  of  defective  pails  or  absence  of  pails Nil 

No.  of  dilapidated  refuse  bins  or  absence  of  refuse  bins 21 
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No.  of  defective  roofs  or  chimney  stacks 5 

No.  of  defective  rainwater  fittings 4 

No.  of  damp  conditions  of  houses 4 

No.  of  miscellaneous  nuisances 25 

TABLE  III 
Housing  Statistics 

1.  Inspection  of  dwellings  during  the  year  : 

(a)  Total  number  of  dwellings  inspected  for  Housing 

defects  (under  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts)  ...  57 

(b)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  found  to  be  in  a state 

so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation 7 

(c)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  (exclusive  of  that 
referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-heading)  found 

not  to  be  in  all  respects  fit  for  human  habitation  ...  44 

2.  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service  of 
Formal  Notices  : 

Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence 

of  Informal  Action 38 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year  : 

Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  Formal  Notices 

under  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  were  served Nil 

4.  Demolition  as  a result  of  informal  action  : 

Number  of  individually  unfit  houses  demolished  by  the 

Owners 1 

5.  Number  of  premises  demolished  as  a result  of  formal 

action  under  Section  11  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  ...  1 

6.  Number  of  houses  closed  as  a result  of  formal  action 

under  Section  11  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936,  and 
Section  10  of  the  Local  Goverment  (Miscellaneous 
Provisions)  Act,  1953  2 

7.  Number  of  houses  closed  as  a result  of  informal  action  ...  1 

8.  Number  of  Certificates  of  Disrepair  issued  under  the 

Rent  Act,  1957  2 

9.  Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  improvement  grants 

were  made  under  the  Housing  Act,  1949,  and 
Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954  6 
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Front  and  East  Elevations. 


This  very  rough,  home-made  shack  was  occupied  by  a man,  his  wife 
and  their  two  young  children. 

A Demolition  Order  was  made  and  the  occupants  were  re-housed  by 
the  Council. 


West  and  Rear  Elevations. 


% 
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A converted  and  extended  poultry  shed,  situated  at  the  rear  of  a cafp 
'and  occupied  by  three  adults  and  one  child. 

A Demolition  Order  was  made. 


This  patched-up  poultry  shed  with  its  “ Heath  Robinson  ” chimney 
stack  was  occupied  by  a man,  his  wife  and  three  young  children. 

Action  was  taken  under  the  provisions  of  the  Council’s  Building 
Bye-laws. 
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HOUSING 


The  year  1957  passed  without  tangible  progress  in  connection 
with  the  building  of  Council  houses,  due  largely  to  sewerage  diffi- 
culties and  to  adverse  financial  circumstances.  This  rather  gloomy 
prospect  was  lightened  only  by  hopes  of  a fairly  early  start  being 
made  on  the  sewerage  works  required  prior  to  the  erection  of  more 
houses  on  the  Maes  Canol  Estate. 

In  October,  however,  an  Architect  from  the  Welsh  Office,  in 
company  with  Officers  of  the  Council,  made  inspections  of  a number 
of  small  sites  in  the  ownership  of  the  Council,  which  is  was  con- 
sidered could  be  used  for  the  building  of  smaller-type  houses  or 
bungalows.  During  an  informal  meeting  with  two  members  of  the 
Council,  the  Architect  considered  that  the  Council  should  do  all  in 
its  power  to  erect  the  smaller-type  houses  and  bungalows  for  the 
use,  particularly,  to  house  the  considerable  number  of  aged  persons 
and  persons  living  alone  on  existing  Council  housing  estates.  The 
houses  then  vacated  could  be  used  to  accommodate  other  applicants 
with  families.  It  is  known  that  there  are  at  least  twenty  such  cases 
in  the  Council’s  housing  estates.  Fuller  use  of  these  houses  could 
be  obtained  even  if  this  involved  a certain  amount  of  rent 
adjustment. 

It  is  generally  accepted  that  the  number  of  aged  persons  is 
increasing  and  this  fact  must  always  be  considered  by  the  Council 
when  the  construction  of  houses  is  contemplated.  At  the  present 
time  there  is  a total  of  three  hundred  and  thirty-eight  houses  on  the 
Council  estates  and  of  this  total  four  only  are  for  aged  persons. 

The  need  for  smaller-type  houses,  bungalows  or  flats  is  appar- 
ent, not  only  when  consideration  is  being  given  to  the  applicants 
on  the  Council’s  Housing  Register  but  also  when  reference  is  made 
to  the  composition  of  the  family  units  of  the  houses  scheduled  for 
demolition. 

Over  forty  per  cent  of  such  houses  are  occupied  by  an  old-age 
pensioner,  an  elderly  couple,  or  other  units  of  one  or  two  persons 
only. 

It  would  appear  inevitable  that  new  Council  house  building 
must  be  designed  so  as  to  secure  a better  balance  of  available 
accommodation  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  people  who  require  it. 

The  needs  of  the  active  elderly  persons  can  be  met  in  some 
cases  by  utilising  existing  accommodation.  A film  entitled  “ None 
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to  Trouble  Nobody,”  dealing  with  this  problem,  was  shown  in  the 
Council  Chamber  to  an  interested  gathering  of  Councillors  and 
Representatives  of  organisations  associated  in  the  welfare  of  elderly 
people. 

The  ability  of  the  Council  to  provide  alternative  housing 
accommodation  is  the  pre-eminent  factor  in  slum  clearance  work. 

It  is  considered  inadvisable  to  declare  any  new  Clearance  Areas 
until  the  Clearance  Orders  confirmed  in  1936 — twenty-two  years 
ago — are  fully  complied  with.  Due  mainly  to  the  occurrence  of 
the  second  world  war,  1939  to  1945,  there  are  still  eight  such  houses 
in  occupation. 

It  is  however  pleasing  to  report  that  due  chiefly  to  the  con- 
sideration given  to  the  problem  by  the  Housing  Selection  Com- 
mittee and  to  co-operation  by  the  owners,  only  two  of  a row  of 
sixteen  houses  scheduled  for  clearance  at  an  early  date,  now  remain 
in  occupation. 

In  a number  of  cases,  statutory  action  has  been  taken  under  the 
Housing  Act  to  deal  with  individually  unfit  houses.  Such  properties 
vary  from  the  sub-standard  hut  to  the  old,  wom-out  cottage  whose 
fabric  is  decayed  and  which  lacks  any  modern  amenity.  It  should 
be  remembered  that  subsidy  is  obtainable  for  the  re-housing  of 
families  from  these  individual  houses,  and  in  certain  cases  the 
Council  should  undertake  such  re-housing. 

The  repair  of  privately-owned  tenanted  houses  can  be  secured 
by  the  Council  under  powers  given  in  the  Public  Health  Act  and 
the  Housing  Act.  Wherever  possible  such  repairs  are  achieved  by 
informal  letters  sent  to  the  owners. 

Tenants  now  possess,  in  some  cases,  the  remedy  offered  by  the 
" Certificate  of  Disrepair  ” procedure.  Little  use  has  yet  been 
made  of  this  procedure  in  our  area. 

The  modernisation  and  improvement  of  houses  which  are 
sound  in  construction,  but  lacking  in  modem  amenities,  can  be 
secured  by  the  approval  of  a scheme  and  the  making  of  a grant. 

During  the  year  five  schemes  of  improvement,  and  one  scheme 
of  conversion  of  an  old  house  into  two  self-contained  flats,  with  all 
modem  amenities,  were  approved  by  the  Council.  This  type  of 
work  should  be  encouraged  wherever  it  is  found  to  be  practicable, 
so  as  to  secure  an  increase  in  the  proportion  of  houses  containing 
those  modern  amenities  which  in  fact  we  would  wish  to  find  in  all 
houses. 
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CARAVANS  AND  CAMPING  SITES 


It  is  probable  that  a period  of  thirty  years  has  elapsed  since  the- 
origin  of  camping  in  our  area.  During  the  years  between  the  two 
world  wars  the  practice  of  taking  holidays  in  tents  and  “ chalets  ” 
increased  and  became  widespread  in  that  part  of  our  district  situated 
near  to  the  sea.  The  “ bus-body  " and  other  discarded  and  con- 
verted vehicle  bodies  appeared,  together  with  various  types  of 
wooden  sheds,  and  then  more  recently  came  the  modern  trailer 
caravan. 

There  was  very  little  power  of  control  over  such  activities 
until  1936,  when  some  attempt  to  give  local  authorities  adequate 
legal  powers  was  included  in  Section  269  of  the  Public  Health  Act. 
By  this  section,  local  authorities  first  became  able  to  issue  licences 
for  camping  sites  and  licences  for  individual  moveable  dwellings. 

In  1938,  the  Abergele  Council  granted  licences  to  the  occupiers 
of  all  existing  sites  used  for  camping,  a total  of  forty-six  site  licences 
being  issued. 

Forty-one  of  these  sites  are  still  occupied  for  camping  purposes, 
although  in  eighteen  cases  only  the  original  licence  is  still  operative 
because  the  original  occupier  remains  in  occupation  of  the  land. 

In  the  remaining  twenty-three  cases  new  occupiers  have  taken 
over  the  sites  and  new  licences  have  been  issued. 

When  a new  site  licence  is  issued,  new  conditions  are  imposed,, 
but  with  regard  to  the  eighteen  original  licences  which  are  still 
valid  the  original  conditions  are  of  course  still  applicable.  These 
conditions  are  less  exacting  than  the  conditions  which  are  now 
attached  to  new  licences.  I have  no  doubt  however  that  when  these 
licences  were  issued  in  1938  the  vast  increase  in  the  growth  and  use 
of  the  sites  was  not  contemplated.  Licence  conditions  or  restrictions 
which  would  appear  adequate  in  1938  have  been  found  by  experi- 
ence to  be  quite  inadequate  twenty  years  later.  The  Act  of  1936, 
and  even  the  more  recent  Planning  Acts,  have  been  found  to  be 
quite  seriously  inadequate  to  give  authorities  effective  control  over 
this  type  of  development. 

Since  1950,  advantage  has  been  taken  of  the  power  to  specify 
on  the  licence  the  maximum  number  of  caravans  which  may  be 
accommodated  and,  since  that  date,  thirty  new  licences  have  been 
issued  containing  a condition  restricting  the  number  of  caravans  to 
twenty  per  acre.  Seventeen  of  these  licences  were  in  respect  of 
existing  sites  and  thirteen  in  respect  of  new  sites. 

There  are  now  fifty-three  licensed  camping  sites  in  our  area, 
accommodating  probably  about  six  thousand  five  hundred  caravans. 

It  is  quite  common  when  representations  are  being  made  for 
increased  legal  powers  to  deal  with  different  public  health  problems. 
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to  be  told  that  insufficient  use  has  been  made  of  existing  legal 
powers.  It  must  be  admitted  that  one  of  the  camping  problems  in 
our  area  arises  from  failing  to  make  fuller  use  of  the  powers  con- 
tained in  Section  269  of  the  Act  when  site  licences  were  issued  twenty 
years  ago.  It  should  of  course  be  stated  that  several  new  problems 
"have  arisen  during  recent  years  and  legislation  has  been  found 
inadequate  to  deal  with  them. 

The  amount  of  permitted  use  of  caravans  which  may  be 
enjoyed  without  being  an  offence  against  Section  269,  in  conjunc- 
tion with  the  administrative  difficulties  encountered  if  legal  proceed- 
ings are  to  be  brought  to  a successful  conclusion,  combine  to  make 
control  extremely  difficult. 

In  addition,  the  cumbersome  enforcement  procedure  of  the 
Town  and  Country  Planning  Act  is  an  added  encouragement  to 
those  who  wish  to  conduct  camping  free  from  legal  controls  and 
restrictions. 

Since  1947  I have  been  closely  associated  with  representations 
by  Local  Authority  and  Professional  Organisations  for  new  or 
amended  camping  legislation.  In  September  of  the  year  under 
review  I again  spoke  at  the  Annual  Conference  of  the  Public  Health 
Inspectors’  Association  about  the  inadequacy  of  legal  powers  to 
deal  with  newer  caravan  problems.  The  Conference  called  on  the 
Minister  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  to  undertake  an  inquiry 
into  the  whole  question  of  the  use  of  moveable  dwellings. 

During  the  year  much  difficulty  was  experienced  with  un- 
authorised caravan  sites,  particularly  in  the  Llanddulas  area,  and 
as  it  appeared  that  little  effective  action  was  being  taken,  the  practice 
of  establishing  unauthorised  sites  was  found  to  increase.  It  is  hoped 
that  the  proceedings  which  are  now  pending  will  prove  to  be  a 
check  on  this  kind  of  activity. 

It  was  found  necessary  to  take  proceedings  in  the  local  court 
against  one  of  our  caravan  site  proprietors  for  failing  to  observe  the 
condition  restricting  the  number  of  caravans  on  the  site. 

Progress  is  now  being  made  with  the  sewerage  scheme  which 
serves  a large  portion  of  the  camping  area  and  the  completion  of 
this  scheme  will  present  the  opportunity  to  overcome  one  of  our 
most  serious  camping  problems. 

Caravan  problems  vary  according  to  the  part  of  the  country 
in  which  the  caravanning  is  flourishing.  In  our  area  holiday 
caravanning  is  the  predominating  feature  and  we  have  little  or  no 
problem  with  the  residential  use  of  caravans.  The  standard  of 
moveable  dwellings  continues  to  improve  and  the  small  number  of 
complaints  received  regarding  the  supervision  of  the  sites  is  an 
indication  of  the  attention  given  to  this  matter  by  the  proprietors. 
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SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 


It  is  pleasing  to  be  able  to  report  that  steady  progress  is  being 
maintained  with  the  installation  of  the  sewerage  scheme  for  Towyn 
and  Kinmel  Bay.  The  sea  out-fall  is  in  operation.  The  main 
pumping  station,  two  subsidiary  pumping  stations  and  two  ejector 
stations  are  functioning.  The  sewers  for  the  coastal  part  of  Kinmel 
Bay  are  laid  and  many  of  these  are  in  use.  The  Sandy  Cove 
Estate,  Sunnyvale  Camp  and  properties  both  to  the  west  and  to  the 
east  of  the  main  pumping  station  are  connected  into  the  new  sewers. 
In  the  foreseeable  future,  the  main  ditch  running  under  “ The 
Square  " in  Kinmel  Bay  should  be  free  from  sewage  pollution, 
and  the  extremely  unpleasant  odour  which  has  pervaded  and 
polluted  that  part  of  our  area,  particularly  in  the  summer-time, 
should  be  a thing  of  the  past.  This  scheme  is,  of  course,  costing  a 
vast  amount  of  money,  but  we  may  look  forward  to  the  development 
of  that  part  of  the  area  which  can  be  served  by  new  sewers. 

For  several  years  the  building  of  Council  houses  in  Abergele 
town  has  been  impossible  because  of  difficulties  of  sewerage.  Here 
again  it  is  pleasing  to  report  progress.  Estimates  are  being  invited 
for  the  cost  of  carrying  out  sewerage  works  designed  to  relieve  the 
surcharge  of  the  sewer  in  Dundonald  Avenue.  The  acceptance  of 
a tender  for  this  work  will  enable  the  contruction  of  forty-seven 
additional  houses  on  the  Maes  Canol  Estate. 

The  position  regarding  the  much-needed  extension  of  the  sewer 
from  Pensarn  to  the  western  end  of  Towyn  is  not  so  favourable,  this 
being  dependent  upon  further  works  being  carried  out  in  Pensarn. 
It  is  essential  in  the  public  health  interest  that  the  whole  of  the 
coastal  strip  from  Pensarn  to  our  eastern  boundary  should  be 
sewered.  Almost  the  whole  of  this  area  which  lies  in  the  Towyn 
ward  is  carrying  heavy  camping  development,  and  it  is  impracticable 
to  obtain  satisfactory  environment  conditions,  under  such  condit- 
ions, unless  a sewer  is  available. 

The  major  schemes,  which  are  either  in  course  of  construction, 
or  under  contemplation,  impose  a very  heavy  burden  on  the  rate- 
payers. The  effect  of  this  is  felt  when  attention  is  drawn  to  the 
justifiable  demands  for  sewerage  facilities  from  other  parts  of  our 
area.  The  absence  of  sewerage  facilities  in  the  village  of  St.  George, 
renders  impossible  much  needed  housing  improvements.  Further 
development  could  be  anticipated  if  the  sewer  was  extended  in  the 
Llanfair  Road  area  and  out-dated  systems  of  sanitation,  have  to 
continue  in  parts  of  Rhydyfoel  and  Llanddulas. 

RODENT  CONTROL 

Throughout  the  year  constant  inspection  is  made  to  discover 
any  infestations  by  rats  and  mice.  The  services  of  the  Council’s 
Rodent  Operator  are  shared  by  the  Aled  Rural  District  Council 
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and  recently  a scheme  has  been  approved  whereby  his  services  will 
also  be  shared  by  the  St.  Asaph  Rural  District  Council.  Under 
such  conditions  of  administration  it  is  essential  that  the  operator 
should  be  efficient  and  entirely  trustworthy.  At  all  times  the  operator 
has  discharged  his  duties  in  an  entirely  satisfactory  manner. 

For  some  years  past,  Rodent  Control  Advisory  Committee 
Meetings  have  been  held  at  various  local  centres.  These  have 
proved  most  useful,  and  at  a recent  meeting  held  in  Abergele  local 
authority  representatives  were  addressed  by  an  Administrative 
Officer  of  the  Ministry’s  Infestation  Control  Division.  He  outlined 
the  changes  taking  place  in  the  Ministry’s  Organisation.  At  the  end 
of  the  1958/59  financial  year  the  Ministry’s  grant  towards  the  cost 
of  the  Rodent  Control  Service  will  cease.  The  legal  duties  of 
inspection  and  enforcement  will  still  remain  with  local  authorities, 
as  well  as  the  obligation  to  treat  their  own  properties. 

It  is  considered  that  a reasonable  standard  has  been  reached 
with  regard  to  the  degree  of  rodent  infestation  in  our  district.  This 
can  be  maintained  only  by  continued  careful  inspection  and  treat- 
ment, and  apart  from  being  a legal  duty,  the  maintenance  of  the 
district  in  a comparatively  rodent-free  condition  is  sound  public 
health  practice. 


SMOKE  ABATEMENT 

Fortunately  we  are  almost  entirely  free  from  the  nuisance  of 
atmospheric  pollution  in  our  area.  The  operation  of  the  Clean  Air 
Act,  1956,  has  not  the  same  serious  implications  in  our  seaside  and 
semi-rural  surroundings  as  would  be  the  case  in  an  industrial  area. 

FACTORIES 

The  statutory  return  under  the  Factories  Act  shows  an  increase 
of  one  in  the  number  of  power  factories  and  a decrease  of  two  in  the 
number  of  non-power  factories. 

During  the  year  a number  of  visits  were  made,  particularly  in 
connection  with  Certificates  as  to  means  of  escape  in  case  of  fire. 

SHOPS  ACT  ADMINISTRATION 

During  the  summer  holiday  season  the  retail  sale  on  Sundays  of 
fried  fish  and  chips  was  made  legal  by  an  order  made  by  the  Council 
under  Section  51  of  the  Shops  Act,  1950.  Certain  other  Sunday 
retail  trading  is  permitted  generally,  and  further  trading  may  be 
permitted  during  the  holiday  season,  if  further  Orders  are  made 
by  the  Council. 


FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  and  1948 
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Part  VIII  of  the  Act.  Outwork. 
(Sections  110  and  111) 

o person  was  on  the  Register  of  Outworkers. 
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FOOD  INSPECTION 

The  number  of  animals  slaughtered  during  1957  was  twelve 
thousand  three  hundred  and  forty-four,  giving  a reduction  over  the 
previous  year  of  nine  hundred  and  nineteen,  this  number  being 
taken  up  almost  entirely  by  sheep  and  lambs.  All  animals  were 
inspected  by  me  before  being  moved  from  the  slaughterhouse. 

Reference  to  the  tables  which  follow  will  show  the  small 
numbers  of  animals  which  are  found  to  be  diseased  and  unfit  for 
food.  In  this  connection  reference  must  be  made  to  the  virtual 
disappearance  of  tuberculosis  in  bovine  animals.  Less  than  one 
per  cent  of  a total  of  nine  hundred  and  twelve  cattle  (excluding 
cows)  were  found  with  localised  tuberculosis,  and  no  cases  of 
generalised  tuberculosis  were  seen.  In  the  small  number  of  cows 
slaughtered,  not  a single  tubercular  lesion  was  seen. 

This  is  indeed  a very  gratifying  situation.  I have  no  doubt 
that  it  results  from  the  activities  of  the  Officers  of  the  Animal  Health 
Division  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food,  in 
carrying  out  their  duties  under  the  Tuberculosis  (Attested  Herd) 
Scheme,  1950,  and  more  recently  the  Tuberculosis  (Wales  Attested 
Area)  Order,  1957.  Under  the  1950  Scheme  the  eradication  of 
bovine  tuberculosis  in  dairy  herds  was  voluntary,  and  a great  deal 
of  progress  was  made  locally  with  this  problem.  When  the  order  of 
1957  was  declared  this  eradication  became  compulsory  in  the  area 
to  which  it  applied,  which  included  almost  the  whole  of  the  county 
of  Denbighshire. 

The  extent  of  meat  inspection  duties  which  have  to  be  carried 
out  varies  considerably  from  one  district  to  another  due  to  a variety 
of  factors.  In  some  areas,  an  unduly  heavy  burden  is  placed  on  the 
authorities  because  much  of  the  meat  which  has  to  be  inspected  is 
not  consumed  within  the  local  authority  area.  The  Minister 
decided  to  make  a contribution  towards  the  cost  of  the  inspection 
of  meat  surplus  to  local  requirements.  Based  on  the  Ministry’s 
scheme  it  was  found  that  during  the  financial  year  1956/57,  three1 
and  a half  times  as  much  meat  was  inspected  by  me  as  was  con- 
sidered to  be  for  local  consumption.  The  Ministry  payment  for 
the  surplus  quantity  in  our  case  amounted  to  £108/6/9. 

Co-operation  and  assistance  from  the  slaughterhouse  manager 
and  the  slaughtermen  continued,  as  in  previous  years. 

The  control  of  milk  supplies  again  received  careful  attention 
and  a total  of  fifty  samples  were  collected,  made  up  as  follows  : 


Pasteurised 23  samples 

Sterilised 5 samples 

Tuberculin  Tested 22  samples 
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All  samples  of  heat-treated  milk  complied  with  the  prescribed 
statutory  tests.  Three  of  the  samples  of  tuberculin-tested  milk 
just  failed  to  reach  the  prescribed  standard,  the  remaining  nineteen 
samples  being  satisfactory.  This  small  lapse  occurred  during  a 
spell  of  hot  weather  and  was  concerned  with  the  supplies  to  one 
dairyman  only. 

The  local  sanitary  authority  has  no  direct  control  over  the 
production  of  milk,  this  function  being  exercised  by  the  County 
Agricultural  Executive  Committees.  For  the  past  few  years,  how- 
ever, I have  been  the  representative  of  the  Urban  District  Councils 
of  Denbighshire  on  the  Milk  Sub-Committee,  whose  meetings  are 
held  every  month  at  the  offices  of  the  Agricultural  Executive 
Committee  in  Ruthin. 

During  the  brief  summer  period,  sixty  samples  of  ice-cream 
were  collected  and  submitted  for  examination  at  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory,  Conway.  The  bacteriological  grading  of  these  samples 
was  as  follows  : 

Grade  1 45  samples 

Grade  2 6 samples 

Grade  3 3 samples 

Grade  4 6 samples 

Grades  one  and  two  are  considered  to  be  satisfactory,  thus 
eighty-five  per  cent  of  the  samples  were  satisfactory.  Of  the  nine 
samples  which  fell  into  Grades  three  and  four,  a group  of  these  were 
connected  with  the  product  of  one  manufacturer.  The  frequent 
sampling  of  this  article  of  food  is  desirable,  not  only  as  a check  on 
the  bacteriological  purity  of  the  food  but  also  as  a measure  designed 
to  promote  clean  methods  of  handling  by  retailers. 

The  bacteriological  purity  of  the  water  supplies  is  a matter  of 
the  utmost  public  health  importance.  During  the  year  thirty-two 
samples  were  collected,  twenty-seven  from  the  Council’s  own  supply 
from  Glyn  Lws,  and  five  from  the  Rhyl  U.D.C.  supply.  All  samples 
were  found  to  comply  with  the  Ministry’s  Classification  1 — “Highly 
Satisfactory.’’  Such  a report  is  a tribute  to  the  unceasing  care  and 
attention  given  to  this  vital  article  by  the  Officers  concerned. 

The  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  require  that  everywhere  food 
is  sold  only  on  clean  premises,  handled  by  clean  people,  who  have 
the  facilities  to  be  personally  clean  and  to  clean  the  premises. 

These  Regulations  apply  to  all  premises  where  food  is  handled 
and  during  the  early  part  of  the  year  I made  inspections  of  all  the 
licensed  premises,  other  places  of  public  entertainment  and  com- 
munity centres  where  food  is  handled.  Numerous  improvements 
to  equipment  were  effected. 
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CARCASES  AND  OFFAL  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED 
IN  WHOLE  OR  IN  PART 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs  Horses 

Number  killed 

912 

28 

170 

9729 

1505 

Nil 

Number  inspected  .. 

. ...  912 

28 

170 

9729 

1505 

Nil 

All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis  and 
Cysticerci. 

Whole  carcases  con- 
demned   — — 3 15  2 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con- 
demned   ...  153  6 — 6 15 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than 
Tuberculosis  and  Cysti- 
cerci   17%  21%  1.8%  0.2%  1% 

Tuberculosis  only. 


Whole  carcase  con- 
demned   — — — — 1 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con- 
demned   7 — — — 39 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 

Tuberculosis  1%  — — — 2.0% 


Cysticercosis. 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con- 
demned   2 

Carcase  submitted  to 
treatment  by  refrigera- 
tion   2 

Generalised  and  totally 
condemned — 


% 
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DETAILS  OF  MEAT  CONDEMNED  AT  THE  ABATTOIR 


BEEF  : 

(a)  Complete  Carcases Nil 

(b)  Part  Carcase  and  Organs  : 

7 Oxen — Localised  Tuberculosis 138  lbs. 

153  Oxen — Other  Diseases 2060  lbs. 

6 Cows — Other  Diseases 72  lbs. 

PORK  : 

(a)  Complete  Carcases  : 


1 Pig-Carcase  and  Organs  — Generalised 


Tuberculosis 340  lbs. 

2 Pig-Carcases  and  Organs — Other  Diseases  245  lbs. 

(b)  Part  Carcase  and  Organs  : 

39  parts — Localised  Tuberculosis 542  lbs. 

15  parts — Other  Diseases 74  lbs. 

VEAL  : 

3 Complete  Calf  Carcases — Non-Tubercular 

Disease 108  lbs. 

MUTTON  AND  LAMB  : 

15  Complete  Sheep  Carcases 478  lbs. 

6 Part  Carcases  and  Organs 15  lbs. 

(All  non-tubercular  conditions) 

Total  Weight  Condemned 1 ton,  16  cwts.,  1 qr.,  12  lbs. 

OTHER  FOOD  CONDEMNED 

Canned  Fish 101  lbs. 

Canned  Fruit 960  lbs. 

Canned  Vegetables 1777  lbs. 

Canned  Milk 433  lbs. 

Canned  Meat 583  lbs. 

Canned  Soup 99  lbs. 

Custard  Powder 16  lbs. 

Ham 10  lbs. 

Bacon 38  lbs, 

Total  Weight  Condemned 1 ton,  15  cwts.,  3 qr.,  13  lbs. 
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REFUSE  AND  SALVAGE 

The  task  of  the  Council’s  refuse  collection  service  is  in  fact 
three-fold.  Refuse,  which  is  very  diverse  in  composition,  has  to 
be  collected  regularly  from  all  premises  in  the  area.  This  refuse 
has  then  to  be  transported  to  the  place  of  disposal  and  handled 
there  in  a manner  designed  to  be  both  constructive  and  to  give  rise 
to  the  minimum  of  nuisance.  The  salvage  of  articles  which  can  be 
sold,  and  so  produce  an  income  to  be  off-set  against  the  overall 
cost  of  the  service,  is  the  third  task. 

Generally  speaking  the  public  concerns  itself  solely  with  the 
first  of  these  tasks,  which  is  often  quoted  as  being  “ the  only  thing 
we  get  for  the  rates.” 

The  Council  employ  eight  men  in  this  Service.  During  the 
period  October  to  May,  two  collection  vehicles  are  in  use  and  the 
needs  of  the  normal  resident  population  are  met.  This  period  is 
also  used  by  the  employees  as  the  period  during  which  their  annual 
leave  is  taken. 

During  the  period  June  to  September  a third  collection  vehicle 
is  brought  into  use  and  the  available  man-power  is  spread  over  the 
three  vehicles.  It  has  been  found  impracticable  to  obtain  satis- 
factory casual  labour  during  this  period.  At  this  time,  our  resident 
population  is,  to  a certain  extent,  submerged  by  the  influx  of 
holiday-makers. 

Our  resident  population  is  about  seven  and  a half  thousand,, 
and  our  visiting  holiday  population  adds  about  thirty  thousand  to 
this  figure.  For  three  or  four  weeks,  a few  more  thousand  people, 
mainly  occupying  tents,  also  invade  the  area — “ D ” day  being  the 
third  Saturday  in  July. 

During  the  peak  of  the  holiday  season  it  is  inevitable  that  the 
refuse  employees  need  to  work  overtime,  traffic  conditions  adding 
further  to  their  difficulties. 

The  small  number  of  genuine  complaints  received  about  refuse 
collection  is,  I consider,  a tribute  to  the  manner  in  which  this  task 
is  discharged. 

Refuse  disposal  is  carried  out  on  land  adjoining  the  foreshore 
near  to  Beach  House,  Llanddulas.  This  site  has  the  advantage  of 
being  remote  from  dwellings,  but  it  has  numerous  disadvantages. 
The  site  cannot  be  enclosed  on  account  of  public  right  of  access, 
and  because  of  this  interference  and  dumping  of  all  kinds  of  dis- 
carded materials  by  unauthorised  persons,  does  take  place.  The 
task  of  the  tip  attendant,  difficult  enough  at  any  time,  is  thus  made- 
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most  unenviable.  The  Angle-Dozer  in  use  on  the  tip  has  become 
indispensable,  enabling  a much  more  satisfactory  result  to  be 
achieved. 

Twice  during  the  summer,  fire,  of  external  origin,  broke  out  at 
the  tip.  The  first  occasion  was  on  Thursday,  June  ‘20th — "Trades- 
men’s Holiday" — when  the  Council  Offices  were  closed,  and  the 
second  occasion  was  on  Saturday,  3rd  August.  On  both  these 
• occasions,  firemen  and  Council  workmen  were  engaged  during  many 
hours  into  the  night  in  exterminating  the  fire.  The  Council’s 
appreciation  to  the  men  concerned  is  recorded  in  the  Council 
minutes. 

The  maintenance  of  the  collection  vehicles,  salvage  trailers  and 
the  Angle-Dozer  is  carried  out  by  the  Council’s  Mechanic  under  the 
supervision  of  the  Surveyor,  and  I would  like  to  acknowlege  their 
ready  co-operation  at  all  times. 

The  sale  of  salvage  during  the  financial  year  produced  a gross 
income  of  £843/9/11,  the  details  being  as  follows  : 


Type 

Tons 

Weight 

Cwts. 

Qrs. 

Value 
£ s d 

Paper  and  Cardboard  ... 

...  105 

9 

0 

780 

4 

1 

Metals 

...  6 

13 

1 

29 

8 

0 

Rags,  etc 

...  2 

16 

3 

33 

17 

10 

Totals 

...  114 

19 

0 

843 

9 

11 

This  shows  a reduction  of  about  seven  and  a half  tons  in  weight, 
but  a loss  of  about  £127,  when  compared  with  the  previous 
financial  year. 

The  main  reason  for  this  reduction  is  accounted  for  by  the 
continued  limitation  imposed  by  the  Board  Mills,  on  the  quantity 
of  waste  paper  which  could  be  consigned  by  us.  Fortunately  this 
limitation  has  now  been  removed  and  it  is  anticipated  that  next 
year’s  figures  will  show  an  increase. 

A revised  salvage  bonus  scheme  has  been  introduced  by  the 
'Council,  and  with  the  co-operation  of  the  ratepayers  increased 
income  may  be  expected.  Difficulties  of  storage  accommodation 
for  salvage  are  being  experienced,  and  the  old  hand-operated  baling 
press  is  not  very  satisfactory. 

My  responsibilities  in  controlling  this  service  are  considerably 
lightened  by  the  industrious  and  efficient  foreman. 


i 


J.  H.  Williams. 
Printer, 
Abergele. 


